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D'Andre Day (Left) and Jelani Day (Right). A body found in the Illinois River near Peru has been 
identified as Jelani Day, an Illinois State University graduate student who was reported miss-
ing on Aug. 25. 
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Missing Illinois 
State graduate 
student Jelani Day 
confirmed dead 
By Corryn Brock 
Editor-in-Chief I @corryn_brock 
A body found in the Illinois River near 
Peru, Illinois on Sept. 4 has been confirmed 
to be missing 25-year-old Illinois State Uni-
versity grad student Jelani Day. 
The body was identified using dental re-
cords and DNA testing and comparison. 
The cause of death is currently unknown. 
Day bad been reported missing on Aug. 
25. 
Day's brother D'Andre Day, an Eastern 
graduate student studying sports adminis-
tration, described his brother as an amaz-
ing person, smart, athletic and ambitious in 
a previous interview with The Daily Eastern 
News regarding his brother's disappearance. 
· He said his brother had big dreams, one of 
them being becoming a speech pathologist. 
"The reason why he wanted to become 
a speech pathologist was because when he 
grew up he had a friend that had problems 
with talking, people would make fun of him 
and (Jelani) didn't like that people were 
mocking his friend," D' Andre Day said. 
"He wanted to be able to help out so an-
other child wouldn't feel left out or neglect-
ed or feel pushed aside because of their dis-
ability." 
The LaSalle County Coroner will contin-
ue investigating and perform a toxicology 
test to determine a cause of death. 
Corryn Brock can be reached at 581-2812 or 
at deneic@gmail.com. 
CAA makes changes to graduation requiremfillts 
By Luke Taylor 
News Editor I @DEN_news 
The Council of Academic Affairs made 
changes to graduation requirements in the 
psychology and clinical lab sciences majors. 
The clinical lab sciences revision was re-
quested by Gary Bulla, the chair of the bi-
ological sciences department, because East-
em's Electronic Writing Portfolio require-
ments are difficult to complete for most 
students in that major. 
The final year of the clinical lab sciences 
major is completed off-campus at an affili-
ate clinical hospital. 
Additionally, students pursuing that ma-
jor often transfer to Eastern after complet-
ing their first two years' requirements at 
another institution. This means that most 
of these students are only taking classes at 
Eastern for one year, so it's difficult to find 
three essays matching the EWP require-
ments over only two semesters. 
Bulla said that the department found that 
an average student in that major would only 
get two assignments that fit the require-
ments rather than the usual three. This is 
why they proposed that the requireme11t be 
reduced to match that. 
Rick Wilkinson, chairperson of CAA, 
said his concern was that the change would 
set a precedent for other majors to reduce 
their requirements. 
At the same time, he pointed out that the 
university reduced EWP requirements in all 
courses from four essays to three essays at 
one point. 
Billy Hung, a council member and asso-
ciate professor in the biology department, 
said his concern was with how a change 
would affect academic review of those stu-
dents. 
"I mean, the number of students fall into 
this category is pretty low, but I think the 
overall purpose of our EWP is to enable us 
to assess their writing ability and I think 
that's part of our, you know, accreditation 
process as well," Hung said. 
Amy Rosenstein, a council member and 
special education professor, said that the 
point of the EWP is to see students' prog-
ress in writing over their time at Eastern. 
"We're talking about a group of stu-
dents who are here for a year and so they' re 
not necessarily going to even be showing, 
there'd be no opportunity for them to show 
that growth over time," Rosenstein said. 
"To me, it doesn't really make sense for 
them to have to do three when you're not 
going to get those early submissions to see 
that change." 
CAA,page3 
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Chair of Biological Sciences Gary Bulla, ad-
dresses the council about an exit assessment 
in the department. 
Tarble's grand opening will showcase new exhibitions· 
By Kyara Morales-Rodriguez 
Associate News Editor I @DEN_news 
At the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Tarble Arts Center had to dose its doors, finding 
different ways to continue sharing art and host-
ing events for the Eastern community to enjoy. 
Now, after a year and a half, the Tarble is re-
opening its doors with new exhibitions and ren-
ovations. 
/ The Tarble's fall exhibition grand opening will 
be happening 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Friday. 
The grand opening is free and open to the 
public, but people interested in attending will 
need to pre-register online. 
According to Jennifer Seas, the 'tarble's direc-
ror and chief curator, since they renovated the 
Tarble, the exhibitions "show off the new spac-
es spectacularly." 
Seas said that she "missed creating social spac-
es that make room for people to visit with each 
other, experience art in person, have discussions, 
and be reflective." 
''All of the work that goes into creating a safe 
environment during a pandemic takes a lot of 
thought and energy, but we know that what we 
provide is valuable to the campus and surround-
ing community, so we are working hard to make 
it happen," Seas said. "We are excited to share 
our work with the public and see people [in real 
life]!" 
At the grand opening, attend,ees will get a 
chance to see the Tarble's new installations, such 
as the interactive art installation, "Yoko Ono: 
Mend Piece." 
"We had to break all those dishes for an in-
stallation by the conceptual artist Yoko Ono," 
Seas said. "For the work entitled 'Mend Piece,' 
Ono invites visitors to come into an all-white 
space where there are tables strewn with bro-
ken ceramics and tools for mending. Each per-
son can create a new object from the fragments 
of china and display it on the shelves in the gal-
lery." 
The fall exhibition will also include 'Force 
Majeure,' an exhibition that traces the history of 
video and technology ~ media for the voices of 
feminist discourse. 
'"Force Majeure' is a group exhibition of very 
powerful video and media works," Seas said. 
'Tm excited i:o share it with audiences for a 
number of reasons: First, the works in the show 
are excellent and because they are all time-based 
works with a story to tell, the exhibition rewards 
repeat visits. Secondly, the exhibition design is 
quite innovative, and you would be hard-pressed 
to find an exhibition like this at any other art 
museum." 
Seas said that because a lot of the gallery is 
dark and empty most of the time, the installa- · 
tion is quite dramatic. 
"{ARBLE, page 3 
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By Ryan Meyer 
Mutimedia Reporter I @DEN_news 
The Eastern Jazz Lab Band, Jazz 
Combos and Jazz Ensembles took to 
the Doudna Theatre stage on Thurs-
day night for their first concert since 
before the pandemic. 
The groups played a variety of jazz 
standards for an audience of near-full 
capacity. 
Sam Fagaly, the director of jazz 
studies and a saxophone professor, 
told the crowd the story of the last 
time the groups tried to perform for 
fully live indoor audiences before the 
COVID-19 lockdown began. 
"We were on our way, the jazz en-
semble, in March of 2020, was head-
ed out on a tour bus to visit a few 
schools in the Belleville area, the St. 
Louis area ... That was March 12 that 
we left on, and by the time we got to 
Belleville we got a call that said turn 
around and come back," Fagaly said. 
They wouldn't meet again until 
the fall, in a limited capacity and per-
forming to livestreams and outdoor 
BY JESSICA NANTES I THE DAILY 
EASTERN NEWS 
Andrew Powell, a sophomore music 
major, plays the drums during the 
jazz concert Thursday night. 
. ' 
audiences. 
"So we missed out on that, and Fri-
day the 13th was the last day we met 
together at school for that semester, 
so we're thrilled to be back full force 
here," Fagaly said. 
Paul Johnston, a professor of jazz 
studies and jazz piano, said he was 
happy to be a part of a performance 
for a live audience. 
"It was really wonderful to be able 
to share some music with a live au-
dience again," Johnston said. "They 
help bring a certain energy that we 
can't duplicate in a rehearsal or a 
livestream." 
Also bringing that energy were the 
groups' soloists: Kyle Huddleston on 
baritone saxophone, Addie Gladu on 
piano and August Frisby on tenor sax-
ophone. 
While Johnston appreciated the 
novelty of the alternatives the depart-
ment tried in the midst of the pan-
demic, he acknowledged that nothing 
can match what a live crowd provides. 
"Last year we did live streams, and 
we tried to find a couple of creative 
BY JESSICA NANTES I THE DAILY 
EASTERN NEWS 
Kyle Huddleston, a graduate as-
sistant majoring in music, plays the 
tenor saxophone during the jazz 
concert Thursday night. 
ways to perform. We did one outdoor 
concert, and then in the spring the lab 
band went on a tour of parks here in 
town," Johnston said. "So we did an 
afternoon, a series of concerts in dif-
ferent parks, ~o we did our best. . .It 
was very nice though to have some-
thing to shoot for and kind of docu-
ment ... it's not a substitute for a live 
audience." 
Some of the most impassioned and 
impressive performances were those 
of Johnston's quintet, consisting of 
the aforementioned soloists and Ja-
cob Pope on bass and Andrew Pow-
ell on drums. 
The pent-up excitement to perform 
showed in the musicians' well-honed 
playing and chemistry through songs 
like "For Lena and Lennie" by Quin-
cy Jones, which Johnston holds near 
to his heart. 
"I told the band, I grew up in Pitts-
burgh, and this piece was on the ra-
dio show every night, they would play 
it kind of going into the news at the 
top of the hour, and so this is kind of 
a special piece of my childhood," he 
BY JESSICA NANTES I THE DAILY 
EASTERN NEWS 
Austin Spillman, a senior music 
education major, plays the alto 
saxophone during a duet at the 
Jazz Concert Thursday night. 
told the crowd. 
The next jazz event is a Jazz Combo 
performance on Thursday, Oct. 21. 
One of the purposes of Eastern's 
jazz studies program listed on the 
event's program is "to promote jazz 
as a significant, indigenous American 
art form." Thursday night's perform-
ers did just that. 
Ryan Meyer can be reached at 581-
2812 or at rameyer@eiu.edu. 
BY JESSICA NANTES I THE DAILY 
EASTERN NEWS 
August Frisby, a sophomore music 
performance major, (alto saxo-
phone) play during the jazz concert 
Thursday night. 
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» CAA 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
After the discussion, the council vot-
ed unanimously in favor of approving the 
. change. 
The second action item of the day, also 
unanimously agreed upon, was approval of 
a new course, CSM 3700: Teaching Com-
puter Science. 
Jeff Stowell, chair of the psychology de-
partment, spoke on the third lction item 
to explain the department's rationale for 
changing their exit requirements. 
He said that there was no minimum 
grade required to pass the exit exam. 
"There's not a strong incentive for stu-
dents to do well on it, although if they 
scored the top 10% I sent them a letter and 
said, 'Nice job, and put on the resume,"' 
Stowell said. 
Stowell also said that with the different 
types of psychology taught in the depart-
ment, it was difficult to assess everyone's 
progress with one exam. 
The council unanimously approved the 
change. 
Luke Taylor can be reached at 581-2812 orat 
egtaylor@eiu.edu. 
BY ROB LE CATES I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Billy Hung, Associate Professor in Biological Sciences, inquires about asynchronous and syn-
chronous courses. 
» TARBLE 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
"This design emphasizes ideas about presence 
and absence that the artworks investigate, and it 
also makes you really move your body around 
the space," Seas said. 
One of the artists from 'Force Majeure,' Mi-
cha Cardenas, stylized as micha cardenas, con-
tributed a work for the show that is outside the 
galleries. Cardenas will also be doing a virtual 
artist talk with the Tarble Arts Center on Oct. 
21. 
"It is an augmented reality game that tells the 
stoty of a trans Latinx artificial intelligence holo-
gram who has come back from the future to tell 
us what her world is like," Seas said. "She brings 
her dog, Roja, to help guide users through the 
game. Isn't that a cool way to make art?" 
During the grand opening, attendees will also 
get to watch a live performance from musicians 
Brad Decker and Will Porter. 
Though the musicians will only perform live 
during the grand opening, the recorded music 
will continue to play for the remainder of the 
fall exhibition cycle. 
Seas said that "the performance on Friday 
night will be quite special,'' and that the musi-
cians "will play music that was generated from 
the sounds of us breaking hundreds of cappucci-
no cups and saucers in the gallery!" 
Along with listening to the recorded music, 
people who visit the Tarble will also be able to 
TODAV .'S 
HELPFUL 
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Council of Academic Affairs Chairperson Richard Wilkinson addresses the Executive Reports 
for their weekly meeting. 
see residue from the live performance, as it will 
remain on view for the fall exhibition cycle. 
Aside from new exhibitions, the Tarble has 
had lots of new renovations. Since the Tarble 
was closed all last year, they thought it would be 
a good opportunity to· make some changes. 
"We love how the new spaces look and feel, 
and we hope you will too,'' Seas said. "Get-
ting rid of the carpeting and fabric on the walls 
has really changed how sound resonates in the 
building, which has encouraged us to present so 
many sound-forward projects this fall. We are 
quite literally creating good vibes over here!" 
Seas said that she wants the Eastern commu-
nity to know that everyone is always welcomed 
at the Tarble. 
"The Tarble is a space for belonging. I think 
THEE 
P. 
sometimes people are tentative about com-
ing to art museums-maybe because they've 
had boring experiences before, maybe because 
they think art isn't for them, or maybe because 
they're not sure what to expect," Seas said. "I 
want .the EIU community to know that art is for 
everyone and everyone is always welcome here. 
Coming to sit in a gallery with art is a way to es-
cape from everyday life into another world. Our 
spaces provide room for daydreaming and rev-
erie, for investigating complex ideas, for learn- · 
ing new things, for experiencing beauty, and 
for connecting with other people in meaning-
ful ways." 
Kyara Mora/es-Rodriguez can be reached at 











We at The Daily Eastern News believe 
that students should have more buildings 
named after figures that represent the pop-
ulation at EIU. 
Naming a figure after an African Ameri-
can that has impacted our community al-
lows for us to learn more about them. 
We already know about white Ameri-
can history as we are taught growing up, 
and one of the places we do have named 
after an African American, Martin Luther 
King Junior, we learn about every single 
year. 
It's time to diversify our education. 
After our past suggestions of Zella Pow-
ell, Charles Hall, Jo!-vietta Jones, and Kev-
in Duckworth, we would also like to sug-
gest Ona Norton. 
Ona Norton (born Ona Louisa Stoner), 
along with her husband Kenneth Norton, 
were asked by former EIU football coach 
Ralph Kohl during the 1950s to assist in lo-
cating housing for African American ath-
letes. 
They did this since housing wasn't as ex-
pensive in the Charleston community as on 
campus. Originally, the couple housed stu-
dents in their own home and later rented 
two homes for men and two for women. 
Norton's involvement in the community 
involved delivering cookies for the Charles-
ton Recreation Department, taking the 
sweets to convalescent homes in association 
with Maxine Goff. Her other activities in-
cluded work with the Senior Citizen Cen-
ter, the Wesley United Methodist Church, 
and the Charleston Civic Association. 
In 1967 Norton was honored as Wom-
an of the Year by the Charleston Chamber 
of Commerce. She was an honor awardee 
of the Concerned Citizens of Charleston in 
1976. 
Norton passed away in 1995 at the age of 
101, an activist and supporter of the Afri-
can American community. 
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Letters to the Editor 
Those interested can inquire at opinions. 
DEN@gmail.com for all opinion questions, 
submissions and letters to the editor. 
Please allow a week for us to publish let-
ters to the editor. 
The Editor reserves the right to not publish 
letters. Letters that are 250 words or less 
will be prioritized, but longer ones will be 
considered by the editorial board. 
Please include your name and phone num-
ber to verify letters. 
For more information please call 
217-581-2812. 
We're Hiring! 





Call 581-2812 for more information. 
BY WILL SIMMONS 
Quote of the Day: 
" She would quite often put them up in her house since during the 1960s housing for minorities was diffi-
cult." c.c. Brinker 
A new Mont-era, upcollling Lil Nas X album 
For just releasing his debut album, Lil Nas X has 
done really well for himsel£ Chart-topping singles 
have led to a lot ofb= around the release of "Mon-
tero." 
I like Lil Nas X, but I'm not the biggest fan. 
Though I might not have listened to the album on 
my own, my friends and the marketing inspired me 
to listen to it. 
The album was very heavily promoted on every 
platform that I am regularly on, and I had heard the 
singles which made me think that I would really like 
the album. 
I enjoyed the album as a whole for the songs, but 
not as a holistic work. The album fdt very disjoint-
ed, and a lot of the songs didn't connect. While they 
were good, it felt like the album was missing a theme. 
This has been happening more often recently with 
albums. Just recently I found that Kacey Musgraves' 
fifth album "Star-Crossed" had a similar issue. She 
was going for a story arc that just didn't quite land; 
"Montero" has the same issue. 
This feds like two albums, if not more. I under-
Maya Kurth 
stand that this is Lil Nas X's first album, but he had 
a devdoped sound as an artist that he really moved 
away from. The songs were good, just not as a unit. 
I don't want to put Lil Nas X in a box (especial-
ly because he focuses heavily on breaking barriers 
and moving away from expectations), but I feel like 
if there were going to be such a stark difference in 
sounds, splitting them up might have been a better 
decision. 
Though it may feel that I keep harping on the 
same point, I fed very strongly about albums being 
cohesive and feding like you can listen to them with-
out fear of a stark mood change. I was surprised by 
the number of features, but I enjoyed all of them. The 
variety that Elton John added was really nice, as he 
was the only artist I was shocked to see. Unfortunate-
ly, I did not enjoy "One of Me." 
The look of the album was beautiful and fdt real-
ly out there, but I couldn't fully appreciate it because 
I can't stop equating it to a Barbie movie. The album 
cover, promotional shots, and his Met Gala outfit 
are all pointing in a fresh, bright look for Lil Nas X, 
which wouldn't be out of his whedhouse. 
Overall, I'm excited to see where he goes with this 
look and newer sound, but I hope to see different 
"eras" separated in the future. The album has done re-
ally wdl and deserves all of itli succ.ess. 
Maya Kurth is a sophomore public relations 
major. She can be reached at 581-2812 or at 
mkurth@eiu.edu. 
Haitian refugees are in danger at our border 
Over the course of a few weeks thousands of Hai-
tian refugees have come to the United States and 
Mexican border, many of which in the city of Del 
Rio, Texas. These refugees have rravded a long way to 
this country in order to seek asylum. 
The state of Haiti today has been on a path of di-
saster for years, many times due to the fault of other 
countries. Haiti is one of the poorest countries, with a 
good portion of the population living under the pov-
erty line. The many natural disasters, political issues 
and misuse of humanitarian relief has also led to the 
bad state of their economy. 
The years of problems building up on each oth-
er has lead to where we are today. Right now Hai-
ti is not a safe place for many of the people who live 
there and many have been willing to put themsdves 
in danger to find a safer place to live. Many refugees 
would be coming from environments where they'd 
face violent crime, civil unrest and kidnappings. Un-
fortunarely, for these refugees dealing with U.S. bor-
der agenti; has proven to be a dangerous situation as 
wdl. 
U.S. border agents already have a bad reputation 
due to how they've treated many migranti; in the past, 
Destiny Blanchard 
but the recent treatment of those from Haiti is bring-
ing that to the attention of the media again. U.S. 
agentli have been sent on horseback to push back on 
the thousands of Haitian people, and have been ac-
cused of using their reins to whip and physically harm 
themaswdl. 
Many Black Americans expressed disgust at the 
images of these patrol agents on horse back control-
ling crowds of mostly black people, as it looked like 
something that would have happened during the Jim 
Crow era or during slavery. 
Several social activistli and Haitian Americans are 
calling to the u.nfairness and double standard of the 
treatment of Haitian refugees, especially after the U.S. 
allowed thousands of refugees_ to come without the 
same neatment. 
Currently, our government has a Title 42 poli-
cy in place that singles out asylum seekers that cross 
into the U.S. at land borders and closes the border to 
them. This order results in migranti; being sent back 
to their own country or to Mexico. Many of the ref-
ugees who are sent back based on this order tend to 
come from Central America, Africa or Haiti, which 
explains a lot of the claims for racial discrimination 
for many Black, Brown and Indigenous refugees. 
There are a lot of factors in place that resultli in the 
harm of these Haitian asylum seekers from their own 
country and from this one. There's a lot that could 
be done to reduce and diminate this harm, but that 
work can only get done as we continue to call out the 
systems that keep it in place. 
Destiny Blanchard is a senior management major. 
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takes the stage 
By Katja Benz 
Campus Reporter I @DEN_news 
Hello Dall! is Eastern's improv club. 
Their second show of the semester oc-
curred last night at 8 p.m. in the Doud-
na Fine Arts center. 
"Nothing in the show is scripted, 
written, or prepared beforehand," ac-
cording to the Hello Dali! website. 
They are one of the oldest registered 
student organizations on Eastern's cam-
pus. The website adds that "scenes and 
THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS I NEWS s 
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characters are based on the suggestions Members of Hello Dali present themselves on stage to the audience before the improv show starts. 
from the audience." 
Hello Dali! also holds auditions every 
year at the beginning of the month af-
ter their first show, which was Sept. 2 at 
7:30 p.m. 
Both people planning on attend-
ing the show and those unable to at-
tend are allowed to make suggestions on 
the Hello Dall! Website. The performers 
will also ask for suggestions from the au-
dience members during the show. 
During the show, cenain cast mem-
bers are called on to the stage to perform 
skits. Some skits from tonight's show in-
cluded "Unnecessary Walk Ons," "Last 
Line First Line," and "Try Again." 
Shows "are a boatload of spontaneous 
fun as we perform Shon-Form or Long-
Form Improv." the Hello Dali! website 
states. 
Hello Dali! shows are both exciting 
for attendees and performers alike. 
"The performers create the scenes on 
the spot and discover the world as the 
audience does," the Hello Dall! Website 
notes. 
The amount of performers called 
to the stage is dependent on what the 
game is. 
For example, "Try Again," the last 
game of the show, is where "two play-
ers act out a scene on a given scenario. 
The host chooses when the player must 
make a different choice or idea by say-
ing 'Try Again,"' says the Hello Dali! 
Website. 
Each performer in Hello Dali! has a 
nickname which is picked from perfor-
mances during the auditions that were 
held. Each of the nicknames is also on 
the performer's bowling shirts, which 
also count as their uniform. 
One of the show's attendees, Lucas 
Kisner, said that his favorite game that 
Hello Dali plays is called "Unnecessary 
WalkOns." 
"The cool part is you have com-
plete freedom to interrupt however you · 
want," Kisner said. 
During this skit "two players act out 
a scene on a given topic. The other play-
ers walk on at unnecessary moments," 
according to the Hello Dali! website. 
"Last Line, First Line" is a game 
where "three groups of two stand spaced 
apart. One group starts off the scene on 
a given scenario. When another group 
claps their hands, they act out a new 
scene staning with the last line from the 
previous scene," the Hello Dali! Web-
site says. 
The Hello Dali shows are open to 
Eastern students and the Charleston 
community. 
For those interested in seeing one of 
their future shows, they perform every 
other Thursday at 8 p.m. in the Doud-
na Lecture Hall. Their next show is 
Sept. 30. All shows are free to all attend-
ees. 
Katja Benz can be reached at 581-
2812 or kkbenz@eiu.edu .. 
BY ASHANTI THOMAS I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Killeen Reidy, a sophomore English major, guesses the character that Na-
thaniel Revish, a junior theater major, acts out. 
~llC D ti 
r' fROy COWED'( 
BY D'AJANAE JACKSON I THE DAILY EASTERN NEW· 
Lucas Grindley, a sophomore environmental biology major, talks to the 
audience before Nathaniel Revish, a junior theater major, and Abby Moore, 
a communication disorders and sciences major start their improv scene. 
BY JANIYA FAIR I THE DAILY EASTERN NEW 
Abby M,oore, a c,ommunication disorders and science major, and Rashad Oliver, a junior digital media major, do improv comedy for the Hello Dali show. 
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Latinx students to share their culture 
By Corryn Brock 
Editor-in-Chief I @DEN_news 
As Latino Heritage Month con-
tinues, five students are prepar-
ing to be on a panel to talk about 
their experiences as Latinx students 
on a panel from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
in the Arcola-Tuscola rooms in the 
Martin Luther King Jr. University 
Union. 1 
Charlando con' Los Estudiantes, 
will feature Diana Argueta, Di-
ana Rogel, Kristal Munoz, Jasmine 
Yusef, Christian Watson, who are 
all involved with Alpha Psi Lamba 
(a Latino-interest fraternity) or the 
Latin American Student Organiza-
tion or both groups at Eastern. 
Rogel, a senior Spanish major, 
said she thinks people should at-
tend the event to get a better un-
_, derstanding on what life is like for 
some of Eastern's Latinx students. 
"It is important for people to at-
tend this event because this will 
give students an opportunity to 
speak about their experience as 
a first generation/Latino student 
while attending EIU. All our sto-
ries are important, and they matter, 
plus this event will allow first gen-
eration/Latino students to recog-
nize that they are not alone in their 
academic journey," Rogel said. "As 
for everyone else, I hope this panel 
can educate and let others become 
aware of the personal struggles a 
first generation/Latino student en-
dures in higher education." 
Watson, a sophomore Spanish 
major with teacher licensure, said 
he thinks people will benefit from 
learning about the difference in 
latinx cultures. 
"I think it is important for peo-
ple to come to this because they'll 
be able to hear first-hand experi-
ences from students. I would hope 
that new Latinos/as/x on campus 
attend as well so they can see/hear 
from us, who have been on campus 
for a little while now. I also think it 
is impoi;tant for non-Latinos to at-
tend to get a feel for how a differ-
ent group of people feel on EIU's 
campus. It's important that peo-
ple also come to see the diversity 
of Latinos," Watson said. "I am Ja-
maican and Mexican, and few can 
identify with that. So, it's amazing 
to see the different backgrounds of 
Latinos on campus." 
Yusef, a junior English and phi-
losophy double major, said she 
hopes to share more about her ex-
perien-ces and learn from others. 
"I am hoping to talk about what 
being on campus has been like for 
me and to answer any questions 
people_ may have. I think it is im-
portant for people to attend this 
event because it offers the audience 
an ability to listen to the experienc-
es and perspectives of the panelists 
and share their own," Yusef said. 
Rogel said she hopes to share 
how she found her place at Eastern. 
"During the panel, I would like 
to speak about my first year while 
attending Eastern because I feel 
like that is when I experienced the 
worst case of imposter syndrome. 
At some point, I questioned my 
education and compared it to the 
rest of my peers, especially since I 
came from the south side of Chi-
cago and attended a Chicago pub-
lic school. To add on, I was the 
only one from Thomas Kelly High 
School who came to Eastern, and 
I was left with a state of culture 
shock for a while but managed to 
bring home with me to Charles-
ton," Rogel said. "Overall, I would 
like to speak about my college jour-
ney since I managed to balance my-
self as a full-time student, part time 
worker, an APSI member, an old-
er sister and most importantly my 
personal life." 
Munoz, a sophomore criminolo-
gy and biology double major, said 
she also hopes to share her experi-
ence coming to Eastern. 
"I am hoping to talk about my 
experience here at Eastern Illinois, 
a predominantly white institution. 
There are so many opportunities 
here that aren't always made aware 
FILE PHOTO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Kristal Munoz and Angel Enriquez make dog toys during LASO Volunteer Event on Feb. 26, 2021 at the Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. University Union. Every year LASO has a volunteer event where they make dog toys for"pups in need" 
and write letters to future Latinx Panthers. 
to students. Coming from a -big 
city to a significantly smaller town, 
I hope my story of the culture 
shock, transitioning and adapting 
brings comfort to those who still 
are struggling there." 
Watson said he hopes people stu-
dents are able to leave the panel 
feeling supported. 
"I think this panel should be 
something that people leave feeling 
' good. Good about who they are, 
good about the school they chose, 
and good about how they identi-
fy. Even if they aren't Latino, they 
can see how we as a people fe_el on 
EIU's campus," Watson said. "And 
for me, I feel supported and ac-
cepted as a Latino on EIU's cam-
pus." 
Munoz said attendees should ex-
pect to leave feeling as though they 
have a space on campus. 
"People should expect to learn 
more about the student life here 
in campus, not only as members 
of the Latinx community but just 
as students. I want to make sure 
my message of there always being 
a place or a community for stu-
dents where they feel like they fit 
in is conveyed through this panel. 
I truly believe that LASO creates a 
safe and welcoming environment 
whether one is a part of the Latinx 
community or not," Munoz said. 
Panelists also shared what being 
Latinx means to them: 
"Being a latinx person means 
bringing representation of the peo-
ple from the past, present, and fu-
ture. I am proud to be a daughter 
of immigrants from Mexico who 
crossed the border for a better life. 
I acknowledge my ancestral roots 
and continue to live upon the tra-
ditions I grew up with," Rogel said. 
"As I continue to study my minor 
of Latin American studies, I con-
tinue to discover myself even more 
and the people before me." 
"I identify as a Latino. Being 
CHECK OUT OUR 
FACEBOOK PAGE! 
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Latino to me, means having roots 
from a country in Latin Ameri-
ca. My roots being mexicanas. It 
means being orgulloso (proud) 
about who you are and where you 
come from. It's about embracing 
your culture and loving every sec-
ond of it. It's about feeling like you 
are making your family and ances-
tors proud," Watson said. "And no, 
to identify as Latino you do not 
have to speak Spanish. It's about so 
much more than the language you 
speak." 
"I am so proud to be Latina. To 
me, being a part of the Latinx com-
munity is so comforting because we 
all have shared experiences and up-
bringings. We bond over cultural 
similarities and grow by respecting 
and appreciating our differences," 
Yusef said. "I think being a Latinx 
person means just that." 
Corryn Brock can be reached at 581-
2812 or at deneic@gmail.com. 
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Volleyball team to start OVC play Friday 
By Adam Tumino 
Sports Editor I @adam_tumino 
After a strong start in noncon-
ference play, tne Eastern volleyball 
will open conference season on the 
road Friday against Murray State. 
The Panthers and Racers will 
play Friday at 6 p.m. and Satur-
day at 2 p.m. 
Eastern dropped its last two 
matches to Indiana State and are 
facing a Murray State team that 
leads the entire nation in kills per 
set so far. 
Head coach Sara Thomas said 
that the team is heading into the 
weekend focusing on what they 
have the ability to control, as well 
as preparing on some things they 
are expecting Murray State to 
bring to the table. 
"We implement certain things 
into practice that they'll see 
(against the Racers), but without 
focusing on what we're doing, and 
if we go and do not take care of 
our side, then it won't matter who 
we're playing," she said. 
is leading the conference with a 
.346 hitting percentage. 
The Panthers have had a sol-
id start to the season, but Thom-
as said there are still some things 
they want to work on heading into 
conference play. 
"Serve receive, our passing, 
that's going to be a really big key," 
she said. "Keeping our serving 
strong, like it has been, and con-
tinuing to have the synergy on 
and off the court, the chemistry, 
strong." 
Thomas also said that there are 
a lot of positives to take from the 
nonconference performance from 
a team that has finished at or near 
the bottom of the standings over 
the last several years. 
"This team is capable of do-
ing more things than I think they 
originally thought," she said. 
"They way that they have adjust-
ed over their summer workouts 
and our preseason, coming in and 
learning how to win. And reacting 
in the way of, 'okay, we may have 
not played well in one match, but 
that doesn't define us."' 
She also said that the play-
ers have worked hard, and it has 
helped their confidence level rise. 
Murray State is 6-4 in non-
conference play and is averaging 
15.05 kills per set with a hitting 
percentage of .227, which also 
leads the conference. 
Sophomore outside hitter 
Brooke Watts leads the nation 
with 5.81 kills per set and libero 
Becca Fernandez ranks second na-
tionally with 5.89 digs per set. 
ADAM TUMINO j THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Eastern outside hitter Kaitlyn Flynn follows through on a kill attempt in a match against Indiana State on Sept. 19 
in Lantz Arena. Flynn had 10 kills and 10 digs in the match, which Eastern lost 3-1. 
"Work ethic is one thing, and 
then their drive inside of them has 
just skyrocketed," Thomas said. 
DELIVE 
F·CAMPUS 
Eastern ranks fifth in hitting 
percentage (.185) and seventh in 
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kills per set (11.76). Outside hit-
ter Danielle Allen ranks sixth in 
the OVC with 3.37 kills per set 
and middle blocker Emily Wilcox 
Adam Tumino can be reached at 581-
2812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu. 
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Eastern head coach Adam Cushing (center) talks with the officials during a timeout in the game against Illinois State on Sept. 18 at O'Brien Field. Eastern lost the game 31-24 to the Redbirds in 
the 109th Mid-America Classic. 
Panthers prepared for conference opener 
By Autumn Schulz 
Assistant Sports Editor I @DEN_Sports 
After a thrilling home opener 
against the Redbirds last weekend, 
the Eastern football team will be 
opening up conference play against 
Tennessee Tech with an abundance 
of confiden.cc on their side,,accord-
ing to head coach Adam Cushing. 
"It's all about confidence, that 
tru!,y is the name ~f the game," he 
said. "h's always the chicken and 
the egg, success or confidence, 
which one comes first. Obvious-
ly, wt; didn't get, iq. the win column, 
but I think the guys are pretty con-
fident, they saw what they were ca-
pable of over the first four weeks. I 
know it's a team we beat but they 
are still a good football team but 
when you get to zero and zero, ev-
eryone's got a chance." 
Tennessee Tech was the only team 
that the Eastern football team re-
corded a win over during the spring 
season. Since then, the Golden Ea-
gles have been shutout in its last 
two losses, falling 0-3 on the season. 
Offensively, the Golden Eagles 
are led by quarterback Davis Shan-
ley, who is 30-of-65, passing for 
252 yards on the season with one 
touchdown. 
Running back Quinton Cross 
leads the Golden Eagles with 167 
all-purpose yards, averaging 60. 7 
yards per game. 
Defensively, redshirt sophomore 
defensive back Josh Reliford has 27 
tackles on the season, averaging 9 
tackles a game. 
The Golden Eagles are current-
ly allowing 44.7 points per game 
and are passing for 134. 7 yards per 
game. 
Cushing said that focusing on 
protecting the football in practice 
wnI give the Panthers a chance to 
soar over the Golden Eagles this 
weekend. 
"We had our best week, there's a 
reason why we played pretty decent 
this past Saturday, we had our best 
week of practice last week," he said. 
"The message is we have to exactly 
that, just one percent better. We fo-
cused a lot on football, and we are 
going to continue that because if we 
take the ball away and protect it, we 
have a chance to win the game." 
The Eastern football team is 
3-2 when opening conference play 
against Tennessee Tech. The last 
conference opening meeting be-
tween the teams was in 2019, with a 
40-29 Golden Eagles victory. 
The Panthers' pass defense lim-
ited Illinois State to just 54 pass-
ing yards during the Mid-America 
Classic last weekend, earning them 
a sixth-place ranking in the FCS in 
passing defense, allowing 115 yards 
per game. 
Freshman safety Jordan Vincent 
leads the team with 29 tackles, five 
of those tackles were against Illinois 
State last weekend. Vincent ranks 
"It's always the chicken and the egg, success 
or confidence, which one comes first:' 
38th in the FCS in solo tackles. 
Offensively, the Eastern foot-
ball team hope to push quarterback 
Otto Kuhns to a new career record 
for passing yards on Saturday. 
Otto Kuhns is approaching the 
1,000-yard passing mark for his 
career going up against Tennes-
see Tech this weekend. Kuhns cur-
rently sits at 990 career yards and 
has passed for 481 yards this sea-
son, in comparison to throwing for 
509 yards during four games in the 
spring. 
Cushing said that Otto is earning 
the "dangerous player" title because 
he is putting together both aspects 
of his game. 
"You talked about confidence and 
-Adam Cushing 
that is something that Otto has in-
herently," he said. "He believes in 
himself and his ability, to him there 
is never a dead play. He is going to 
fight and scratch and claw until the 
whistle blows evety single play and I 
think the other part that the offense 
starts to understand is that there is 
never a dead play when Otto has 
got the ball in his hands. He makes 
so many great plays off script and 
now all of a sudden, he is putting 
together both aspects of his game, 
he's a pretty dangerous player." 
Kickoff will be at 1 :30 p.m. on 
Saturday. 
Autumn Schulz can be reached at 581-
2812 or acschulz@eiu.edu. 
Standout perf armers for each OVC football team 
By Adam Tumini 
SportsEditolj@adam_tumino 
Conference season for the OVC foot-
ball teams starts this weekend, and each 
team has players that performed well 
nonconference play. 
Let's t.>ke a look at one of the top per-
formers for each OVC team as they pre-
pare for the games that matter the most. 
Tennessee-Martin, RB Peyton 
Logan 
Tennessee-Mattin went 2-1 in non-
conference play, and their wins were in 
large part due to the Skyhawks' running 
game, which is led by senior Peyton Lo-
gan. 
He has 301 rushing yards so far this 
season and is coming off a performance 
against Northwestern State where he ran 
for 179 yards and a touchdown on 14 
carries. 
He is also averaging over 10 yards per 
carry so far. 
Austin Peay, QJJ Draylen Ellis 
The No. 19 Governors have been the 
best team in the OVC so far, and sopho-
more quarterback Draylen Fllis has been 
the top quarterback in the conference as 
SANDY KING I EASTERN ATHLETICS 
Eastern safety Jordan Vincent (1) prepares to make attempt a tackle on a 
Dayton ball carrier in Eastern's 17-1 O loss on Sept. 11. 
well. 
Ellis was named OVC Preseason Of-
fensive Player of the Year and is living 
up to that prediction. 
He is 67-of-109 passing for 898 
yards, 8 touchdowns and just 2 inter-
ceptions. He leads the conference in 
passing touchdowns by 4 and passing 
yards by 302. 
Murray State, QlJ Preston 
Rice 
Rice has stfl!ggled passing so far this 
season for the Racers. He is tied for the 
conference lead with 6 interceptions 
and has yet to throw a touchdown. 
However, he is tied for the OVC lead 
with 5 rushing touchdowns. Four of 
these scores came in one game for Rice, 
a 35-0 win over Mississippi Valley. 
He became the first quarterback in . 
Racer history to run for 4 touchdowns 
in a game. 
Tennessee State, K Antonio 
Zita 
Zita has been one of the best kick-
ers in OVC history. Unsurprisingly, his 
4 field goals this season lead the con-
ference. _ 
Last weekend against Kenrucky 
State, Zita became just the fourth kick-
er in OVC history to make 50 career 
field goals, and his 62-yarder last season 
is the longest in conference history and 
1-yard shy of the FCS record. 
Southeast Missouri, LB Jacob 
Morrisey 
The Redhawks' defense has strug-
gled as a unit so far, allowing the most 
points and yards per game in the con-
ference this season. 
But sophomore linebacker Jacob 
Morrisey has performed well, tied for 
the OVC lead with 2 sacks and ranking 
14th with 5.7 tackles per game. 
His 22 sack yards are the most in the 
conference. 
Tennessee Tech, DB Josh 
Reliford 
The OVC's leading tackler this sea-
son is Tennessee Tech defensive back Josh 
Reliford. 
The redshirt junior is averaging 9 to-
tal tackles per game. He had 11 tackles in 
the Golden Eagles' opener against Sam-
ford and in their most recent game against 
Tennessee. 
So far, he has doubled his tackles per 
game from last season. 
He also has 3 pass breakups this season, 
tied for second in the OVC. • 
F.astern, S Jordan Vmcent 
Vincent started all six games last sea-
son and recorded 25 total tackles. In four 
games this season, he already has 29. 
He ranks fourth in the OVC with 7.2 
tackles per game and had 12 tackles in the 
Panthers third game of the season against 
Dayton. 
His 21 solo tackles this season are the 
most in the conference, three more than 
the next closest player. 
He also has 1.5 tackles for loss this sea-
son and a pair of pass breakups. 
Adam Tumino can be reached at 581-
2812 or ajtuminO@eiu.edu 
